
June/July 2010 Volume 1, Issue 1 

PPPAHAHAH!!!   A newsletter of  

Lutheran Deaf Mission Society — South Wisconsin Branch 

 Most of us who read 

this newsletter are acquainted 

with some aspect of deaf 

ministry.  Most of us perceive 

deaf ministry to be 

characterized by our 

experience of it today. 

But the history goes back further, and 

when we understand the path it has taken we 

can appreciate the new direction in which we 

are now headed. 

Deaf ministry in our Synod is almost  120 

years old.  At one time there were more than 

100 deaf congregations with pastors, as well as 

several schools.  Through the years the number 

of pastors to the deaf dwindled; and where 

there was no deaf pastor, there was no deaf 

worship and ministry.  Currently there are only 

about 15 LCMS pastors to the deaf nationwide!  

This leaves most deaf people without the 

likelihood of being reached for Christ. 

In 2008, LCMS World Mission realized 

that deaf ministry was shrinking despite greater 

need, and asked Rev. Rodney Rynearson, a 

retired pastor with much experience in deaf 

ministry, to set up a new Deaf Mission Society 

to reorganize and oversee deaf ministry in 

LCMS.  A new direction is taking shape.  Just as 

the most successful foreign missions are those 

in which indigenous people are trained for 

leadership and eventually take full 

responsibility for the mission and operation of 

their churches, the future direction of deaf 

ministry will follow similar lines.   

The emerging format for deaf ministry is 

proposed to include: 

 Day-to-day organization under trained lay 

leadership; 

 Week-to-week Bible study led by lay 

leaders who also utilize technology for 

distance learning options provided by 

ordained Lutheran clergy; 

 Once or twice-monthly full worship services 

with Communion for confirmed members, 

served by our deaf ministry ―circuit riders‖; 

 an ongoing program of further training 

opportunities, with the possibility of 

ordination for some men and deaconess 

certification for some women. 

 congregational affiliation with the Lutheran 

Deaf Mission Society. 

 funds for deaf ministry and deaf pastors 

coming from individuals and 

congregations who share the vision for 

deaf ministry. 

 All deaf members are being taught to think 

of themselves as missionaries/witnesses to 

the deaf.   

 With this shift in the organization of deaf 

ministry comes the need to support it directly 

rather than through general Synod offerings.  

While there may be sources of funds available 

for specific programs and projects, the 

ongoing salaries of the ordained pastors will 

need to be raised through individual and 

congregational giving to the national Lutheran 

Deaf Mission Society. 

We invite you to become part of the 

Lutheran Deaf Mission Society.  If there is an 

affiliated group in your District, join in to 

enlarge deaf ministry where you live.  If there 

currently is no branch or affiliated ministry site, 

please stay connected by making use of the 

Lutheran deaf ministry websites listed 

elsewhere in this newsletter!   
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Caleb (Joshua’s twin brother who went to live 

with Jesus forever shortly after his birth.)  While 

attending the seminary, Rev. Reinke became 

involved with deaf ministry at Holy Cross 

Lutheran Church of the Deaf in St. Louis.  He 

did his vicarage at Alpha Lutheran Church of 

the Deaf in Rochester, New York.  Upon 

graduating from the seminary, Rev. Reinke 

accepted the call to become Missionary-at-

Large to the deaf in the Nebraska District of 

The Lutheran Church -- Missouri Synod.   In 

2000, God called Rev. Reinke to become a 

missionary-at-large to the deaf of the South 

Wisconsin District.  The ministry in South 

Wisconsin includes two congregations and 

reaching out to the Deaf in Delavan, WSD, 

Madison, Lacrosse, and around the 

SWD.  Having a hearing loss himself, Rev. 

Reinke is aware of the needs of those 

struggling to live in a hearing world.  He works 

with Deaf and Hard of Hearing of all ages and 

many areas.  God has opened opportunities to 

teach Deaf people and train Deaf leaders 

around the U.S. and in Africa and India.   

 If you would like to help pay the 

salaries of our missionary pastors, please send 

a financial gift in the enclosed envelope. 

 On Sunday, March 21, 2010 Lutheran 

Deaf Mission Society — South Wisconsin Branch 

installed Rev. William Palmer and Rev. John 

Reinke as missionary pastors called by 

Emmanuel Deaf Lutheran Church (West Allis, 

WI) and Our Savior Deaf Lutheran Church 

(Madison, WI) and seconded to the Lutheran 

Deaf Mission Society as teachers and 

equippers.  

 Rev. William “Bud” Palmer is a 1984 

graduate of Concordia Theological Seminary 

Fort Wayne, Indiana. He has served his entire 

ministry in South Wisconsin with deaf people.  

Rev. Palmer has had the distinction of being 

―Called‖ to the same place 3 different times.  

 Bud is married to Johanna, who is deaf. 

Bud has two children Luke and Eve. Luke is 

married and has a baby on the way and works 

as a pharmacist in Milwaukee. Eve is also 

married and lives near Lexington, Kentucky 

with 3-year-old Claire, the most beautiful 

grandbaby in the world. Bud’s 15 minutes of 

fame include being 2 times Indiana state 

wrestling champion.  2 time Big Ten champion 

while placing 3rd once. A 2nd and 3rd placed 

finisher in the NCAA Division I, also, placed 2nd 

in the World Cup for the USA. He has done 

mission work in Africa and India. Presently, is 

working in conjunction with the newly formed 

Lutheran Deaf Mission Society. 

 Rev. John Reinke was born and raised 

on a farm near Gaylord, Minnesota.  Rev. 

Reinke received most of his formal education 

in the Lutheran school system.  He attended 

Kindergarten – 8th grade at Immanuel Lutheran 

School in Gaylord.  Following his graduation 

from Gaylord High School he attended 

Concordia University in St. Paul, Minnesota and 

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri.   While 

attending Concordia University in St. Paul, Rev. 

Reinke met his wife, Dacia.  They were married 

on May 29, 1983.  God has blessed their 

marriage with three sons: Joshua, Joseph and 

Rev. John Reinke, DIT Deaconnes Intern Patricia 

Hycnar & Rev. William Palmer. 



 Patricia Hycnarr is a faithful Lutheran for 

64 years.  She was baptized and confirmed at 

15 years old.  She became deaf at 15 months 

old and attended the Illinois School for the 

Deaf in Jacksonville, Illinois.  She graduated in 

1951 and married Ray Hycnar in 1956.  They 

have 2 daughters, Judy and Barb.  In 1966 they 

moved from Chicago to Brodhead, WI and 

began working at Fairbanks Morse/Coltec In-
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 We currently have three deaf women 

from South Wisconsin who are studying at the 

Deaf Institute of Theology (DIT).  These women 

are taking classes to become deaconesses 

serving the deaf community in the South 

Wisconsin/Northern Illinois stateline area. 

 Dawn Polzin and Loreena Steenas are in 

their first year of studying.  Pat Hycnar is finishing 

her second year of studying and is now a DIT 

Deaconess intern.  The program takes four years 

to complete. 

 Each student and mentor spends about 

15 to 20 hours a week on her DIT studies.  Please 

pray that these women and their mentors are 

able to maintain a proper balance of study, 

work and family during their seminary training. 

 We are grateful for the monetary gifts 

that have made it possible for these women to 

continue their studies.  Each year’s tuition, costs 

for books and resource materials are $7,200.00 

per student. 

 Your financial gift will make it easier for 

our DIT Deaconess students to finish their studies. 
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dustry for 23 years.  She retired in 1996.  She 

began DIT when she was 74 years old.    

 Pat is a member of Holy Cross Lutheran 

Church of the Deaf in Delavan and has been 

very involved in the ministry at Holy Cross for 

over 25 years.  She teaches the youth from the 

Wisconsin School for the Deaf.  Pat also works 

with the teens and the adults groups.  She also 

served as Vice President for our Congregation 

and President for our LWML.   

 Pat works with many Deaf women who 

have cares and concerns, she helps them see 

God work and His love for them.  Pat also leads 

a women’s support group in Janesville, now 

working through the Catechism.  Pat has also 

served as a representative to the International 

Lutheran Deaf Association and as a regional 

officer.  She very much wants to serve God 

and teach His Word.  Study for Deaconess is 

helping her learn more and be able to teach 

more full God’s Word. 
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 Our missionary pastors would welcome the opportunity to share 

the stories of the Lutheran Deaf Mission Society with your church or 

group.   

 Please feel free to contact either Rev. Palmer or Rev. Reinke if 

you need more information regarding the Lutheran Deaf Mission Society 

in the southern Wisconsin/northern Illinois stateline area .  

Lutheran Deaf Mission Society 

South Wisconsin Branch 

PO Box 1795 

Janesville, WI 53547 

 

Phone: 608-752-0229 

E-mail: JesusPah@yahoo.com 
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We’re on the Web at  

www.JesusPah.org 

 

Return Service Requested 

òIn that day the deaf will  hear the Word . . .ó     Isaiah 29:18 


